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Fall is a great season for World Series Baseball, Football, and Turkey dinner with
pumpkin pie! Fall is the beginning of a new softball season with the tournament in
Phoenix. It’s also a good time to think back and reflect on this past softball season.
Coach, what could you have done to make this last season better for your players?
Players, what could you have done to make things better for your coach and
teammates? What could you have done for our Scrap Iron Club? As the year comes
to an end it’s always a good time to think about any donations to charities that you
have been putting oﬀ. When thinking of giving please consider giving to our Scrap Iron
Club, we are a registered non profit organization and all donations are tax deductible.
Our success as a club depends on donations large and small, it all adds up. Please
consider using that King Soopers card while shopping this month, what a great boost
that would give our club if all our members used their card in November!

Ask Billy the Bat Boy

Dear Billy,
With thanksgiving just around the corner, I was wondering what are you thankful for?
Signed Wondering
Dear Wondering,
I am very thankful for all my loyal readers, and the many who send in questions, I am
thankful for my teammates and my Scrap Iron Family. Mostly I’m thankful that Art the
editor let’s me be Billy the Bat Boy and has kept me a secret for almost a year! My
challenge to every one is acknowledge at least two teammates this month with a
special email telling them why your thankful for them. Come on you can do it! Do it
now!
Billy
**************************************************************************************************************

Scrap Iron Annual Awards Banquet
Our annual banquet will be January 26, 2019 and will be
held at the Denver Aquarium. This year we will doing a
luncheon starting at 11:00 and ending up at 3:00. The
room is large so feel free to bring family members, friends,
or what a great opportunity to introduce new perspective
players to our club. If you wish to visit the aquarium after
the banquet discounted tickets will be available, parking is free. There has been lots of
planing by our fundraising chairman Bruce Brothus and your executive board too make
this another great event. Please make every eﬀort to be there and support your club.
We will be inducting a few members into the Scrap Iron Hall of Fame, we will be
awarding the Founders award (formally the Ken Green award) and each team will be
recognizing their MVP for the 2018 season. We will again have a silent auction and
raﬄe. In the middle of a cold winter what a great time to enjoy your teammates
and talk softball.

**********************************************************************************************

Reminder

Scrap Iron fall managers meeting will take place on Saturday December 1. The
location will be the same as in the past ( Alan’s oﬃce 900 S. Broadway). Time 9:00 AM.
This is a mandatory meeting, if you can’t make it please send a team member who can
speak for your team.
***********************************************************************************************

Thank you Veterans your service shall never be forgotten and always appreciated

Veterans Day is observed every year on
November 11th. Veterans Day was originally
called “Armistice Day” when President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed this day in
November 1919. Armistice is when warring
parties agree to stop fighting and “Armistice
Day” recognizes the end of World War 1 when
hostilities ceased on November 11th at 11
A.M, 1918 (11th hour, of the 11th, of the 11th
month).
On May 13th, 1938 Armistice Day was
declared a legal holiday each year. A day to
be dedicated to the cause of world peace. Originally Armistice Day
only honored veterans of World War.
On November 11th, 1947 Raymond Weeks, a World War II veteran,
organized a “National Veterans Day” parade in Birmingham,
Alabama to recognize veterans of all wars.
This celebration led to Congress changing Armistice Day to
Veterans Day in 1954 to recognize Veterans of all U.S. wars.

The Saturday tournament winners were:
APB Pluming
High Octane
Transmission Clinic
Dynos

The Saturday league final standings were:
For the Saturday league the standing were as follows:
Platinum division:
Red Thunder 17-6
Elite/Scrap Iron 15-7
APB Plumbing 12-13
Colorado Home Fitness-1 10-17
Gold Division:
Spring Fever 17-7-2
High Octane 15-8-1
Loveland 9-16-1
Colorado Home Fitness-2 9-17
Silver Division:
5280 16-9-1
MWC Renegades 14-12
Transmission Clinic 14-12
Airport Automotive 8-17-1
Bronze:
Dynos
16-10
Spradlin Time Machine 14-12
Scrap Iron Reds 8-18
Diamonds 7-18-1

Total to date collected from the grocery card program $5,619.00
last year at this time $4,582.00.
The challenge is for everyone to use the card during the month of November

Total to date collected from Smile Amazon. $99.93

Still Available
I see people wearing these everywhere, I even saw a lady in Las Vegas wearing one!
Of course I gave it to her, she’s my niece. Be one of the cool kids and order one for you
or someone you want to see wearing one. Contact Kathy Huls at 720-541-3851 call or
text or Email: kathyhuls@comcast.net

“Thank you Kathy for doing this for our club”.

I'm not one to join many clubs or organizations normally, but when I
became part of the Scrap Iron club I found something that I wasn't
expecting . A Brotherhood of sorts. This short article isn't about the wins,
the rings, the average, or the hits. It's about the people and the great
memories that the Scrap Iron members that I've played with and against
thru the years have left me with. Too many to denote here, but I would like
to say thank you very much and I'm looking forward to many more.
A great bunch of people and a great club.
See you between the lines. Jerry Bost

It was January of 2012 and I was at my winter home in Mesquite, Nevada when my wife’s phone rang. It

was Rich Vieira calling to ask if I would be interested in playing for a new Scrap Iron team called
Freedom. I asked how he got our phone number because I hadn’t talked on the phone with Rich since the
1970s when we played fast pitch together in Arvada. He said he called my old number, which is now my
wife Kathy’s cell phone. I couldn’t believe he still had that number. He said Freedom would be a
traveling team and its first tournament would be in a little town in Nevada called Mesquite. Had I ever
heard of it? You can imagine his surprise when I said that’s where I was living? The rest is history.
Freedom was a very talented team that went to the TOC three times while I played for them.
Unfortunately that team has since dissolved. I was later fortunate enough to play for the REDS,
DIAMONDS and PDC. I‘ve been able to play for some wonderful coaches over the years and established
some great friendships. However, every year I still get excited when March rolls around and I get to play
again in Mesquite. I am one of the lucky ones. Thank you Rich Vieira, Larry Alma, Bart Prieve, Art
Graebe and DuWayne Pillard.
Mike Anderson

************************************************************************************

Reminder to all coaches/players that the deadline for nominating players to the Scrap
Iron Hall of Fame is December 18th. The procedures and the nomination form are on
the website scrapiron.com.

If anyone has any questions please contact me by email or phone,
mikemassong6@gmail.com or 303-324-6421.
Thanks,
Mike Massong
Chairman - Hall of Fame Committee
****************************************************************************************************

Team news
Scrap Iron Diamonds 65’s will be traveling to Phoenix this month to start off the 2019
season. A couple of changes in our roster and we hope to be stronger this year. We
welcome Tom Betchel our rookie who turns 65 next year. We would like to thank Rob
Minner and Cliff DeKnikker for being part of our team, we are loosing them both as they
move up to the 70’s.
THE SCRAP IRON GREY BERETS 80'S TOOK 4TH PLACE IN LAS VEGAS. AT THE WORLD
SENIOR GAMES THERE WERE 11 79+ TEAMS, OUR AAA TEAM PLAYED IN THE MAJOR
DIVISION AND WE STILL WON A SILVER MEDAL. WE PLAN TO GO TO PHOENIX IN NOV.
CHEERS, FRED MATTOS MGR

Scrap Iron Heavy Metal made it to the round of 16 at the World Masters
Championships in Las Vegas finishing with a 5 and 2 record. HM flip flopped Big
Daddy’s Donuts and exacted revenge on an earlier 2018 loss to the Hawaiian Warriors
in the seeding round to become the #5 seed in the American League pod before losing
by 1 run to their arch nemesis, The Electrifiers, in the first bracket round. Metal then
went on a 3 game winning streak beating the Minnesota Blitz, Los Vatos Viejos and Cut
Loose before falling to the Chicago Panthers at Shadow Rock on Saturday night. As a
side note, our VRBO was amazing and we hosted a BBQ on Friday night with many
members of SI Xplosion in attendance! Eddie Buonaiuto was the tournament MVP
scoring 15 runs, 20 for 27 at the plate (.741), 14 singles, 3 doubles, 3 triples and a
slugging percentage of 1.074. Congrats Eddie!!!! With a few minor roster changes,
Heavy Metal is looking to be even more competitive in 2019.
Our Scrap Iron 3n2 team did not play up to our abilities in the LVSSA/SSUSA World
Tournament in Vegas. We ended up 2 and 3. Bob Darrah was our MVP and our
leading hitter. Our only consolation is that the team that won the 70 World Tournament
played us in Aurora and we lost to them 33-26, but we did not bring our bats to Vegas
with us.
Mike Massong - Scrap Iron 3n2

The Scrap Iron Rocky Mountain Thunder 55s finished a strong year with
disappointing results at this year's SSUSA World tournament in Las Vegas. The team
started out great, beating two good teams in the round robin games and then beating
two more good teams in the first two bracket games. At that point it looked like the team
was on its way to what many players thought would be a top finish this year. However,
in the third bracket game they got beat in the bottom of the 7th on a walk-off hit by the
Ohio Elite squad. This is the same team they beat at this year's SPA Worlds in Dalton,
GA in July. And this same team went on to eventually win this year's World tournament.
They then lost their next game by 2 runs to the Minnesota Merchants and the season
was over.
There were some great hitting performances in this tournament by Brad Edginton and
Chris McTigue who both hit .870 (OBA)! And Barry Morton and Tommie Edwards each
hit .857 (OBA). Kim Oliverson hit .800 (OBA). Chris also hit 6 homeruns and Ollie hit 5
home runs in the tournament. It should also be noted that Tommie Edwards dislocated
his shoulder in the second bracket game and this had at least some negative impact on
the games that followed.
The team finished the year with an outstanding 39-8 overall tournament record and an
overall team .713 (OBP) batting average, the highest average by this core of
players over the past 6 years. So there are a lot of good memories to look back on
from this year, both on and off the field. Just a great group of guys (and fans) that had a
great season! And now the planning begins for next year.
In mid-July in Dalton, GA the Scrap Iron Rocky Mountain Thunder 55s finished 6-0 to
win the 55 Major SPA World Championship! While it was a bit cooler than last year, it
was still plenty uncomfortable with the heat and humidity. The team even had to deal
with an hour long lightning delay during the undefeated game. Tim Terrell lead the team
in hitting (.833) and also had more home-runs that any other player in the entire
tournament. And Barry Morten, Steve Antonczyk, Markis Harper and Dave Fortier all
hit .700 or better.
Looking at overall team numbers, we didn't hit great. Only a.673 OBP compared to .732
in St. George and .739 in Vegas. But the run differential was substantial; as teams were
beat by an average of 8.3 runs per game! And all those teams were very solid. Between
Barry Morten and Bruce Lostroh's excellent pitching, timely hitting, consistently strong
team defense and a championship character we won this World Tournament. And being
able to rest 3 or 4 players each game helped us finish as strong as we did in the
oppressive weather conditions.
The team selected the following players to join the All American Team for this
tournament:
• Barry Morten - Tournament MVP
• Tim Terrell
• Markis Harper
• Dave Fortier
• Steve Antonczyk
• Jack Donnelly

Mark Haupt was also named Manager of the Year for managing this team. This brings
the team's record to 30-4 heading into the Rocky Mountain Championships in August
with 2 firsts and 2 seconds in the first 4 tournaments of the year.

New 70’sTeam
Bart Prieve has pulled together a new team, which will carry on the Diamonds tradition,
called Scrap Iron Diamonds 70s. We will be playing AAA level ball. Seven former
Diamonds players have already joined, and we will play our first tournament in Phoenix
November 12-15.

Colorado Home Fitness 55AAA team played in the SSUSA Rocky Mountain tournament,
placing 2nd behind the AZ Scorpions who went undefeated in the tournament. CHF lost to the
AZ Scorpions in pool play, but had the opportunity to repay the loss when it played them in the
championship game. However, CHF lost 19-18, finishing 5-3 overall. The team selected Chip
Hunnings, Mike Gurnee, Lance brewer and john Corlett as its four all-tourney players.
Colorado Home Fitness 55AAA team also played in the SSUSA World Masters tournament in
Las Vegas, NV, finishing 5th out of 34 teams. CHF went 5-0 through Saturday evening before
losing to the National Champions, Florida Legends, by a score of 17-16 on a walk-off 2-run
home run. CHF then played the Texas Heat on Sunday losing 26-23 in a close, back-and-forth
game. The team selected Chip Hunnings and Mike Gurnee as its all-tourney players.

A Little Blast from the Past
by Mike Massong
DATING OUR SCRAP IRON SUCCESS AND THE LVSSA/SSUSA WORLD
TOURNAMENT
Many Scrap Iron teams recently played in the LVSSA/SSUSA World Tournament. Here is
a step back in time when we first became associated with LVSSA and how it has evolved
into a tournament with over 600 teams.
It was back in 1999 that we put together a team to play in the first LVSSA World
Championships. They called it the LVSSA invitational and we were invited after winning
the Albuquerque qualifier. It was played in October to coincide with the World Series. This

tournament evolved into the present LVSSA/SSUSA World Championships. There were 12
teams in the tournament.
Things were different back then as there was not a Major Plus category, so our team played
in the 50 year old Major division. There also were no boundary states as players played for
whichever team they wanted to.
Not many teams knew who we were as there were not many teams from Colorado that
came down to play in Vegas. Back then we were sponsored by Debeer Softball Company
and we played as the Debeer / Scrapiron Legends. We were just getting started with Scrap
Iron.
We were very optimistic going down there to play as we had some of the best players
Colorado had to offer. Most of these players are in the Scrap Iron Hall of Fame. We
played some hard fought games against some of the best in the country. We played the
Texas Legends (a nationally recognized team) who had not lost many games in 1999 and
were loaded with legendary senior players. We ended up playing them 3 times in the
tournament and defeated them in the seeding game, knocked them into the losers bracket
where they came back to play us in the championship game, and we then beat them for the
third time. We were undefeated throughout the entire tournament.
I had the honor of coaching and playing on this team and here is a list of some of the
players. If I forgot someone please accept my apologies, I can’t remember quite what I
used to.
Bob Sims, Bob Parella, Mike Rossi, “Doc” Demarco, Mel Vanek, Mike Edwards, Sam
Lardanois, Billy Harper, Mike Ingles, and Mike Massong.
I remember one of the guys from the Texas Legends who asked me “who the hell are you
guys”? They did not know that Scrap Iron was on the brink of becoming a constant force
in major tournaments.
Here is a picture of the trophy we won at the tournament. It is one trophy I plan on
keeping.
Mike Massong

****************************************************************************************************
In closing, since its November, the thankful month, I have so many things to be thankful
for. Softball wise, I’m very thankful I am still able to play a game that I love, I’m thankful
for all the wonderful people I have met in the last 16 years playing senior softball. I’m
thankful for our Scrap Iron club and for the many volunteers and many who donate,
without you we would not have such a successful club. I’m thankful that you allow me
to organize and publish this newsletter it’s not a chore it’s a privilege and I enjoy doing
it. I wish all of you the Best and am looking forward to another great season on the ball
field with all of you. Art Graebe.
****************************************************************************************************

